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Commonwealth Horse is granted temporary rank in the Army
whilst serving in South Africa (dated May 19th, z
To be Captain : Captain Douglas Andrew Shields, medical
officer.
The undermentioned officer of the 7th Battalion Australian

Commonwealth Horse is granted temporary rank in the Army
whilst serving in South Africa (dated May 19 to, 1902) :-
To be Lieutenant : Lieutenant George Alexander Webster,
medical officer.
The undermentioned officers of the Field Hospital and

Bearer Company of the Australian Commonwealth Horse are
granted temporary rank in the Army whilst serving in South
Africa, as follows (dated Feb. 12th, 1902) :-To be Majors :
Major Terence Albert Green, D.S.O., and Major Neville
Howse, V.C. To be Captains : Captain Frederick David
Jermyn and Captain Arthur John Nyulasy. To be Lieu-
tenants : Lieutenant William Arthur James, Lieutenant
Henry H. Formby, and Lieutenant David Duncan Cade.

ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Surgeon-Major James Mackay having resigned his appoint-
ment in the Volunteers, ceases to be an officer in the Army
Medical Reserve of Officers. Surgeon-Captain W. J. Lawrie,
having resigned his appointment in the Volunteers, ceases to
be an officer in the Army Medical Reserve of Officers.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (MILITIA).
The undermentioned Supernumerary Officers are absorbed

into the Establishment : Captain T. W. G. Kelly (dated
August lst, 1903) ; Captain H. E. Mortis (dated August 1st,
1903) : Captain J. E. O’Connor (dated August lst, 1903) ;
Lieutenant M. A. Cholmeley (dated August lst, 1903) ; and
Lieutenant H. Fox (dated August lst, 1903).

VOLUNTEER CORPS.

Royal Garrison Artillery (Voluntee1’s): 4th Durham :
Surgeon-Lieutenant W. Gray to be Surgeon-Captain. Dated

July llth, 1903. lst Forfarshire : Surgeon-Major W.
Chalmers-Cowan to be Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel. Dated
July 18th, 1903. lst Shropshire and Staffordshire : Sur-
geon-Lieutenant W. Hind to be Surgeon-Captain. Dated
August 1st, 1903.
Royal EnfJinee’l’S (Volunteers): : lst Bedfordshire : Sur-

geon-Lieutenant A. C. Hartley to be Surgeon-Captain.
Dated August 1st, 1903.
Rifle: : lst Volunteer Battalion the Northumberland

Fusiliers: Surgeon-Captain W. B. Mackay to be Surgeon-
Major. Dated August lst, 1903. lst Volunteer Battalion the
Royal Sussex Regiment: Harold Vaughan Pryce to be Surgeon-
Lieutenant. Dated August lst, 1903. lst (Pembrokeshire)
Volunteer Battalion the Welsh Regiment: Second Lieu-
tenant R. D. Evans resigns his commission and is appointed
Surgeon-Lieutenant. Dated August lst, 1903. 6th (Fife-
shire) Volunteer Battalion the Black Watch (Royal High-
landers) : Surgeon-Lieutenant J. S. Mackay to be Surgeon-
Captain. Dated August lst, 1903. 3rd (Renfrewshire)
Volunteer Battalion, Princess Louise’s (Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders) : Surgeon-Captain J. Strang to be Sur-
geon-Major. Dated August 1st, 1903.

FEES FOR CIVILIAN MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

By a recent Royal Warrant it is provided that when a
detachment of the army is not within reach of a military
medical man, the officer commanding may call in a civilian
medical man to render medical attendance to the officers
and men belonging to the detachment, and to other persons
entitled thereto at the public expense, at the under-
mentioned yearly rates (which includes the cost of medi-
cines) :-If there are less than ten persons, .cS ; if there are
ten persons or more, for every complete 25, or a portion
of 25, provided that the total emoluments for all services,
exclusive of the examination of recruits, shall not in any
instance exceed .61 for any one day, .610. In special
circumstances, and when the medical duties required of
the civilian practitioner do not come within the range of

ordinary medical attendance, the remuneration shall be at
such rates as may be determined by the commander of the
army corps or the officer commanding a district lying outside
an army corps command.

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.
In despatches relating to the Kano-Sokoto Campaign, pub-

lished in the London Gazette of July 31st, Mr. W. H.
Langley, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Irel., principal medical officer,

is mentioned as having worked hard and well throughout
the operations.

NEW ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS UNIT.
A new unit of the Royal Army Medical Corps to be

designated No. 20 Company was formed at Salisbury Plain
on August lst, under the command of Major C. E. Faunce,
R.A.M.C. All officers, warrant officers, non-commissioned
officers, and men of the Royal Army Medical Corps at present
serving on Salisbury Plain, with the exception of those

temporarily employed, will be taken on the strength of the
new company. 

_______________

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."

PHIMOSIS AND CANCER OF THE PENIS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;As some emphatic statements have lately been

published to the effect that phimosis is a potent cause of
cancer of the penis which I believe convey an erroneous
impression, I shall be obliged if you will allow me brief
space to justify my contention. An elongated, tight,
phimotic condition of the prepuce is one of the very
commonest anomalies and a large proportion of the male
population is attacked in this way, often to an extreme
degree. If therefore phimosis be, as alleged, a potent cause
of cancer of the penis this particular local variety of cancer
should be very common. The fact is, however, that cancer
of the penis is one of the rarest forms of malignant
disease-less than 4 per cent. of all cancers in men

being of this variety. 2 If phimosis were really a potent
cause of cancer of the penis how very different would
this proportion be. According to American observers the
negroes of that country are almost universally affected with
phimosis, yet among these people cancer of the penis is of
even rarer occurrence than in England ; thus Kodman of
Philadelphia has never seen a case in the practice of a life-
time and the Philadelphia hospital registers for a period of
30 years do not record a single case, although other forms
of cancer are common. The experience at Louisville is
similar, for out of 207 deaths from cancer in negroes not a
single one was due to cancer of the penis.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully.
Clifton, Bristol, July 30th, 1903. W. ROGER WILLIAMS.

THE USES OF PILOCARPINE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The use of pilocarpine in pneumonia, mentioned
by Mr. William Roper in THE LANCET of August lst, p. 342,
was first brought to notice by Sziklai some years ago. By
him it was regarded as a specific for that disease, but many
observers have doubted this-notably, Rosenberg who holds
that pilocarpine, even when given in physiological doses,
aggravates the symptoms of pneumonia. I have notes of
15 cases where treatment was commenced with pilocarpine
nitrate alone, given hypodermically in doses of one-tenth to
one-fifth of a grain twice in the 24 hours. They were
all adult hospital cases in the early stages of pneumonia.
In one case, that of a man apparently in good condition,
after the second dose severe dyspnoea suddenly came on,
followed rapidly by collapse and heart failure. In spite of
atropine and cardiac stimulants the man never rallied. In
another strangury with retention of urine, severe vomiting,
diarrhoea, and heart failure occurred after three doses, but
in this case the patient eventually made a protracted re-

covery. In three others the gastric irritation produced
nausea and vomiting which was so marked that the
further use of the drug had to be discontinued. The
rest made uneventful recoveries. Afterwards I tried
several cases with pilocarpine in conjunction with

strychnine with good and satisfactory results. With the

exception of the two cases mentioned I have not met
with any heart failure ; this I attribute to the action of the

free sweating in lowering the temperature of the body and
1 Polyclinic, May, 1903.

2 Of 2669 men with cancer under treatment in London hospitals I
have found that only 106 had cancer of the penis, and of 2891 similar
cases in Vienna hospitals Gurlt found only 108 thus affected.


